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Prioritising Mental Health
CATEGORY: Your health 

Enhancement to Provider Directory System
This introduces an enhancement to the Provider Directory System (PDS).
The enhancement provides GPs at regional and remote headspace service locations with an exemption to Section 19(2) of the Health Insurance Act 1973. This will enable regional and remote headspace centre GPs to receive a salary in addition to being allowed to claim MBS items. This aims to increase clinical staff retention and attraction.

This is not subject to the passage of legislation.
Who does this affect?
This affects GPs at regional and remote headspace centres.
When will this start and finish?
This will start on 1 January 2023 and end on 30 June 2026.

Coordinated Mental Health Care
This will introduce Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) items to improve access to multidisciplinary and coordinated care for Australians experiencing:
a mental disorder 
an eating disorder.
Family members and carers of those receiving treatment for a diagnosed mental disorder or eating disorder will also now have an additional mechanism for communicating with health professionals about the patient’s treatment. This is only available where appropriate.

This is subject to the passage of legislation.
Who does this affect?
This affects people eligible for these MBS items and health professionals providing these services.
When will this start and finish?
[bookmark: _GoBack]This will start on 1 July 2023 and is ongoing.
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