
ABSTUDY travel to 
school and back
When a high school student needs to live 
away from home

It’s important your child gets to school for their first day. ABSTUDY can pay for 
your child to travel to school and back.
If your child boards at a boarding school or hostel, your school works with 
ABSTUDY to book travel. 
If your child is boarding privately, you need to call the ABSTUDY line for all 
travel matters. 

Start of year travel
Your school will usually book travel for your child and send you 
the details. 
You can travel with your child and ABSTUDY will pay for your 
trip. Having you there can help your child settle into school.
At the start of the year your child might have to bring extra 
things to school. This could be things like pillows, sheets or 
sports equipment. If your child has extra bags, let the school 
or ABSTUDY know. They can book extra bags with the airline.

School holiday travel
At the end of each term, your child will get a trip home. 
They get a trip to return to school for the next term too. 

End of year travel
At the end of the year, your child travels home for the long break. 
If your child has extra bags, let the school or ABSTUDY know. 
They can book extra bags.



 ABSTUDY TRAVEL TO SCHOOL AND BACK

Changes to travel
Your school usually starts planning trips 7 weeks in advance. 
If you or your child need to change travel plans, tell the school or 
ABSTUDY as soon as possible. If your child misses their booked 
travel call the school or ABSTUDY to make a new booking. 
If your trip gets delayed or cancelled, the school will work with 
you and ABSTUDY to find more options. 
It’s important your child has a Safe Travel Plan with the details 
of people to call. This is in case something goes wrong in the 
middle of a trip.

What ABSTUDY pays for
ABSTUDY pays for these costs:

•	 travel for your child to get to school and home again for school holidays
•	 travel for you or another adult to go with them 
•	 travel for other children in your care where no one else can care for them
•	 meals and a place to stay when you pick up or drop off your child at school
•	 extra bags if your child has a lot of bags to take with them
•	 meals and a place to stay if there are travel disruptions during the trip.

For more information 
 servicesaustralia.gov.au/abstudy 

 ABSTUDY line 1800 132 317
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ABSTUDY	 Help for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians with the costs of study.


